





Photo by Patrick Sweeney.

“The Great One” Rob Leatham defended his title once again this year, ex-
tending a win streak rarely equalled in modern sport.

awarded the target two more, then re-
loaded and finished. Over eight sec-
onds later I had good hits (including
four C hits on Mr. "on the move") but
'way too slow. Keith Dilworth led this
one. The first three shooters were un-
der 5.5 seconds, and the only one in
the top ten who took more than six
seconds took 6.09. Ouch, 134th, drop-
ping another 20 match points.
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But things looked up, and I man-
aged to actually remember how all this
worked. Meanwhile, Robbie was not
doing so well. Stages 6 & 7 were "Eye
of the Tiger" and "Not Brain Surgery."
They were simple, easy, single shots on
partially-covered targets. Robbie
smoked the "hard" one ("Tiger"), but
shot a little wide of the A zone and
dropped to 55th on "Surgery," handing
13 stage points to Taran Butler. Later,
he shot a miss on "Firewall" and gave
up another 11 match points.

When talking about the match af-
terwards, Robbie remarked "I really
tried hard to not win this match. It's
just that the other guys tried harder to
make me win it." How so? On Stages 6
& 7, Mike Voigt dropped a shot on 6,
and shot 3 "B" hits on 7. I did that too,
but I'm not trying to edge Robbie out.
Taran Butler did his usual warp-speed
shooting, but he hit a rough patch.
Four stages in a row had "D" hits and
misses that cost him a slew of match
points. Todd Jarrett shot with consis-
tency, but got tripped up on a detail of
stage 6, a most perfidious Virginia
count stage. He shot one "B" and then
made it up. Ooops, the penalties
dropped him to 58th on that stage, and

Photo by Dave Thomas.
Motion blurs ladies’ Single Stack
champion Lisa Munson.
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there go a dozen match points. B.J. Norris put his youthful fast-twitch muscles
to good use, but had some serious problems on a few stages. Two of them alone
cost him 50 match points.

Traps Aplenty
How is it that top-flight competitors, using simple and non-picky firearms, can
have problems that cost them a match? Stage design, for one. Once I'd gotten
enough caffeine in my system to fully wake up, and started looking at stages with
an eye towards the subtle traps, [ began seeing them in many places. There were
a number of stages where you had a stationary target between the activator and
the swinger. A lot of designers like to put the "extra" target outside, so the shooter
has to shift away and then back to the swinger. Instead, the "extra" target was be-
tween the activator and the swinger, but with a
twist: a no-shoot plastered on it.

"No big deal," you say? How about this as a
problem: the no-shoot is located so as to give
you just enough room (and distance) that you
have to hurry, while being in the exact direction
your sights have to track after you've taken the
shots? Break that second shot late, and you've
just dragged the sights into the no-shoot. I shot
the match the first day, and then followed
4 squads the next two with a camera. By the sec-
| ond day's afternoon nap, I was having night-
mares of no-shoot penalties, I'd seen so many.

Photos by Dave Thomas.
Kippi Leatham charges in at left, next to the

strangest shot of the match, right.
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Another was Firewall, a simple and straightforward mirror-image of activators and swingers, with one catch: they were
all out at 20 or 25 yards. At that distance, follow-through on anything makes a difference. I saw more than one person do-
ing extra reloads there, simply due to not getting their hits.

Or that accursed Stage 6, scored Virginia Count. How much Virginia Count do you see nowadays?

Combine that with the natural stress shooters generate, and you have a fumble-fest. I've got a series of digital stills, taken
at 6.5 frames per second, of Phil Strader. On a twelve-shot stage, he's attempting to insert his reload into his wristwatch. Af-
ter that fails, he tries to put it sideways into his pistol. Failing that, he drops it and grabs another. That mag worked. He was

not alone in trying to push too hard and finding enthusiasm over-
whelming performance. _

Old-school guns, and old-school problems to solve. 2

Diverse Crowd

While the guns are decidedly Old School, the shooters aren't. I shot
on the "dinosaur squad" but the 269 shooters included a Junior cadre
(won by Matt Sweeney, no relation), Ladies (won by the ever-cheerful
and T-Rex-competitive Lisa Munson), and Senior and Super Senior cat-
egories. The Single Stack also had Julie Goloski-Golob coming back to
shooting after motherhood and moving to one of those flat-angular
western states. We also had, interestingly enough, four Open shooters.
There's a quirk in the rules, whereby someone whose handgun does not
meet the equipment rules for Single Stack, gets bumped to Open. So, if
you are planning to shoot the Single Stack for 2010, do two things; read
the rules, and weigh and measure your favorite blaster.

Photo by Dave Thomas.
What does it take to shoot the Single Stack, besides a willingness to | GM Todd Jc:cl"rgtti\)/;rsrj?r:; %

risk rain? Simple: a 1911, a holster suitable for daily wear (not Open- | | aatham.
ready), and a fistful of magazines. If you plan to shoot Major, go .45 or
.40, and if you plan to shoot Minor, shoot 9mm or Super. Why Minor?
Because the .40/.45 shooters are limited to 8-shot magazines, while the Minor shooters can load 10. On some stages, a ten-
shot magazine could be an advantage.

_ As for .40 vs. .45, this is something hard to get across: the top
(-'-“-‘ : shooters don't shoot .40 instead of .45 because there is some
R big advantage. They shoot it because they (usually) have a much
=Yy = @& bigger supply of .40 than .45. If you shoot mostly Limited,
’# 4 m you're going to have buckets of .40 on hand. (Or one hopes so,

in these ammo-tight times.) It's just more convenient to use that
than invest in another caliber.

I'shot a Springfield 1911 in the match, but not because Spring-
field is THE big sponsor of the match and gave away a table full

Photos by Dave Thomas. Of guns. I appreciate their support, but I had no plans on win-
Todd Jarrett, Phil Strader, and Rob Leatham (uniforms, ning any loot, so when my Springfield arrived back from wiz-

center) pose for a wet, rainy photo with their squad.  ard gunsmith Stan Chen a week before the match, I figured I
would use it. It hit to the sights, ran reliably with everything I

The Victors had, and interestingly enough, made Major with a nice cushion
1 Rob Leatham 1197.4090 100.00% when fed Wolf. So, I shot the Nat.ionals with that much-dreaded
2 Michael Voigt 1178.2523 98.40% steel-cased ammo. No malfunctlons, no misses beyond opera-
3 Taran Butler 11617933  97.03% tor error, and in all, a fun time.

4 Todd ] AIEREES 1151.1429 96.14% The Single Stack has been expanded, so there are more slots for
5 B. J - Norris 1112.6781 92.92% those who want to have fun with simple, straight-forward guns.
6 Phil Strader 1109.8591 92.69% And time? A friend of mine spent 15 years dealing with life,
7 Glenn Shelby 1088.7948 90.93% work and finally retirement, all the while aching to go to a cer-
8 Tony Hawkins 1069.5131 89.32% tain major match. The first year he "could go?" The year after
9 Matt Che'ely 1065.6655 89.009% it had ceased to be. Time and life make no promises, so mark
10 Keith Dilworth  1055.0071 88.11% your calendar now, for late April 2010: Single Stack. X
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