


Powder-coated pistols, retreat
stages, and lots and lots of dust

were just a few of the changes that

Limited, Limited-10, and Revolver
shared a three-day match immediately
following, welcoming many competi-
tors hot off the previous match. This
match sold out as well, but lost more in
the last few days. The no-shows were
largely replaced by walk-ons, who re-
filled the roster to 355 out of a planned
360.

When Limited and Limited-10
have been run together in the past,
shooters have tended to vote with their
feet and shoot in Limited. (In 2004's
combined nationals, only 41 people
shot L-10). While that's still true in
2009, the trend is weaker. In fact,
2009's participation mirrors 2006's

January/February 2010 « FRONT SIGHT

greeted competitors in 2009. From
left, we show Athena Lee, BJ Norris,
Chris Tilley, and JJ Racaza.

participation almost exactly. Where
231 people shot in the Limited contest,
91 shot in the Limited-10, including
Grand Masters Max Michel, David Se-
vigny, and "the great one" Robert
Leatham. While Leatham and Michel's
entry in Limited-10 could be explained
by the magazine capacity of their spon-
sors' guns, that's not the case with Sevi-
gny and Robert Vogel, whose Glocks
can easily accommodate 20+1 rounds
of .40S&W with the proper acces-
sories. They shot Limited-10 by
choice.
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Revolver division also showed new
strength, growing by 10 percent over
last year. Thirty-three wheelgunners
came to the line, including the cele-
brated Jerry Miculek.

Deceptive Stage Design

This was not an easy match to
shoot. The stage designers made them
look simple, but the stages required
competitors to keep their wits about
them and their guns functioning flaw-
lessly. For example, it's not uncommon
to see a swinging or appearing target (a
"mover") positioned near a stationary
("static") target at a USPSA event. One
shoots a popper to start the mover,
then shoots the static target while wait-
ing for the mover to activate and swing
out into view. Here in Nevada, stage

Limited-10 Champion David Sevi-
gny sticks a reload on the move.

designers did the usual thing, but set
the static target (for example) wide to
one side, forcing you to swing over
hard, then swing back. It *looks* easy,
until you try to do it. Miss the timing,
and you're in a world of hurt.

The 2009 events were planned for
16 stages, but Stage 1 was tossed from

Dodging a (jammed) bullet. Here JJ
Racaza struggles to dislodge a
jammed cartridge on stage 14. It
seems a live round had jumped up
over the extractor, creating an odd
nose-down jam.

match as a result of an arbitration com-
mittee decision. Most of the stages re-
mained nearly the same for both
events.

Dust Aplenty

Winds ranging from "light and
steady" to "heavy gusts" swept the
range for the whole match, peppering
the competitors with windblown sand.

the  Limited/Production/Revolver ~ 1émperatures were reasonable, in the

"Tipped" C-Mores?

While not really new, the design of scope mounts for the C-More has
changed a bit. More competitors are showing up with scope mounts that hold
the scope at either a 45-degree angle or 90 degree angle. The 90-degree version
may be the better of the two styles because it places the dot closer to the bore
than the 45-degree mount, and makes it easier to zero the dot. If the scope is
mounted at a 45-degree angle, changing the elevation screw also moves the dot
a bit either to the left or right. Henning Wallgren was using the 45-degree mount
and he said he usually mounts the target he's using for sight-in at the same angle
as the scope. This makes it easier to adjust the impact point. In contrast, the 90-
degree mount swaps the windage
and elevation adjustment. To ad-
just elevation, turn what would
normally be the windage screw,
and vice versa for windage adjust-
ments.

Both seem to share the same
problem with the back of the C-
More hanging out over the left
side of the gun. Both Wallgren Henning Wallgren, C-More tipped at ~45
and Taran Butler spoke about degrees.
their thumbs occasionally striking
the rear of the scope while disengaging the thumb safety, and said that mount-
ing the scope that way usually requires learning a new way to draw the gun. But-
ler uses the 90-degree mount, but he decided that he really didn't want to change
the way he drew. With a little in-
vestigation he discovered that if
he was careful, he could cut the
rear of the scope at a 45-degree
angle and use some of the plastic
| that had been cut away to close in
the hole. When coupled with
mounting the scope farther for-
ward, that gave him just enough
room for his thumb to clear the
Taran Butler, 90 degrees, set further for- scope without having to change
ward, with a re-profiled scope body. his draw.
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80s and low 90s, leading one attendee
to describe the match as "pleasant" - but
he wasn't shooting.

Now add thousands of bullets, hun-
dreds of feet, and plenty of vehicles
grinding along the roads, and you have
a terribly dusty environment. Maga-
zines had to be cleaned meticulously
after each stage, and guns checked to
make sure excess oil wasn't accumulat-
ing dust and sand. Staying close to an
overhead cover wasn't a bad idea ei-
ther, as hundreds of bullets fired into
the same spot on these rock-and-dirt
berms kicked up flying rock chunks
and spent bullets.

For Max, the match
started well. For two days
and nine stages, he was fin-
ishing first, second, or third. |
The third day was disas-
trous. While stage 16 was
not a big stage, just 60
points, Michel didn't get
any. Two misses and three
no-shoot penalties resulted e
inazero. He recovered from [
that disaster to finish second |

on stage 1, but again the

wheels came off on the dreaded stage
2, where he picked up another no-
shoot penalty (Racaza won the stage).
Meanwhile, Eusebio was hanging in
there, not shooting well, but not shoot-
ing poorly either.

Michel Conquers Open For Sig

Open Division's defending cham-
pion, Chris Tilley, returned to defend
his title, but dropped away early. As the
match progressed, the race through the
dust became a three-way contest
among Max Michel Jr., J. J. Racaza,
and K. C. Eusebio. Oddly enough,
none of them were shooting "well."
They were succeeding, in some cases,
by shooting "less badly" than their com-
petitors. The frustration was visible in
each of them as they were dogged by
mistakes and gun trouble. Each one
had many opportunities, but could not
seem to build on the advantage.
Michel, now shooting for SigSauer,
was shooting a prototype pistol based
on the 2011 design, and Racaza was
shooting a new 2011 from Limcat,
while Eusebio also shot a custom 2011

type.
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Shannon Smith driving a Limited gun.

Toward the end of the second day,
Racaza dodged a (jammed) bullet on
"Swing Around," stage 14. This was a
high-point stage with lots of ground to
cover. Midway through, a cartridge
slipped out from
under his extractor
and jammed, nose-
down and base-up.
It took several sec-
onds to clear the
malfunction before
he could continue.
However, when he
got around to the
last shooting posi-
tion out of sight of
the spectators, he
stopped. A turning
target had not been
reset.

The Netherlands’ Saul Kirsch kicks
up dust en route to taking fifth in
Open division.

Since this situation comes under the
heading of "range equipment failure," a
reshoot was necessary. Racaza's jam-
scarred time was discarded, and after
getting his backup gun ready, Racaza
blazed through to add another stage
win to his collection.

So it went through four days and 15
stages. At the final stage, Racaza was in
position to claim his first national title.
He held a 30-point lead over Eusebio
and a 39-point lead over Michel.
Racaza went first on "Check Please," a
27-round, 135-point stage.

It did not go well.

Racaza's back-up gun failed him
when he only needed to get through
the stage safely. The jam cost him four
seconds, which might have been man-
ageable, but a no-shoot penalty and a
miss compounded a small problem into
a disaster.

Of the three contenders, Michel
was next to go, but couldn't escape the
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stage unscathed. His magazine hung up
briefly, but he made it through the
stage with no further trouble. It was a
good run, but not excellent, and Euse-
bio's nine-point lead over Michel put
him in position to win. All it required
was a good, error-free run, but yet
again, failure. Eusebio had trimmed a
no-shoot, earning a 10-point penalty.

It was a dejected looking trio; one
of them was champion, but none was
happy about the errors and missed op-
portunities. And that's how Max
Michel regained the title that he and
Chris Tilley have been exchanging each
year. Eusebio took second, about seven
points behind Michel, and Racaza
third.

"Got the points going into the last
stage," Racaza said. "A dream come
true, then this happens."

Shannon Smith and Saul Kirsch
took fourth and fifth place in this divi-
sion.

The King Stumbles: Cliff Walsh
Upsets Jerry Miculek

From the inception of Revolver di-
vision, the national title has belonged
to Jerry Miculek. In fact, wheelgunners
have long used Miculek as the standard
of excellence, asking, "but how would
(this Revolver Shooter) do against
Miculek?" Usually, not well.

That paradigm has slowly shifted
with the arrival of a dedicated cadre of
revolver shooters. Couple the difficult
stages with those improving skills and
the contenders had to stay at the top of
their game through all 15 stages to suc-
ceed. In the end, the King won three
stages, but picked up misses and no-
shoot penalties that dropped him out
of the top 10 on three more. (While
finishing 12th, 18th, and 22nd doesn't
sound bad, remember there are only 33
people shooting.) Miculek's mistakes
gave the steadier-shooting CIliff Walsh
an opportunity, which he made the
most of. Walsh finished ninth or better
on all 15 stages, upending the King by
a margin of just 2.259 points.

The difference in results between
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PRICE LIST

{Prices subjecl io change without notica) Prices Effective Septamber |, 2006

At ALCO Target Company, we have a complete line of paper and cardboard
targets, competition and custom largets for police training and qualification.

IPSC, IDPA, NRA D-1, IALEFI, Port-A-Fold, Archery Targets, and more
We Carry the Port-A-Fold Target System

(Stest Plate option also available as shown below)

Ideal for IPSC, -
| J
l =

IDPA, D1 and

Steel Plats N

Targets.
Whean Gpen Height:
557 x Width, 20°
When Folded

Closad: Length: :
30.25% x Widlh: 207 x s

‘__ : Height: 2.57 . . ] »
I.PS.C. TARGETS
Target Prices Include
I |.PS.C. Royally Fees

TM TARGET PASTERS
1000 3/4" x 1" pasters Per Roll
Price Per Roll
TM -1 KRAFT - $3.75
TM -2 WHITE - 83.75
T -3 BLACK - $3.75
™ -4 BUFF - $3.75
TM -1 KRAFT -48 ROLLS & UP §3.30

CLASSIC
46 CM. X 58 CM. OA.

IPSC
18 1/8" x 29 15/16° Q.A.
Waight par 50: 20 #
Weight per 100: 38 #

Waight per 50: 16 #
Weight per 100: 30 #

50 Lot.....@.65........ $32.:50
100 Lot.....@.860........ $60.00
500 Lot.....@.53.....5265.00
1000 Lot.....[@.50......5500.00

TANNEUTRAL WHITE

almost invisible, 3/4° x 80 ydz. roll 3/4" x GO yds. roll
1/$2.90 .......52.90 TR 7D wusanial $3.75
6/$2.70 .....$16.20 6/53.60 ...... $21.60
12/$2.55 ...... $30.60 12/$3.40 ......$40.80
24/$2.40 ...... 857.60 24/$3.25 ...... $78.00
48/%$2.25.....$108.00 48/$3.10....5148.80

4* x 60 yds. rall
1/83.30 $3.30
$18.60
$36.00
$66.00

6/$3.10
12/$3.00
24/$2.75
48/32.60 ....5124.80

ALL PRICES ARE FO.B. DUARTE, GA -- PAYABLE BY CHECK. CASH, MONEY ORDER, OR CREDIT CARDS

CALIFORNIA SALES ADD 8.25% TAX
[ SHIPPING AND HANDLING COSTS =SS
= e

TARGETS, phone nrwe foe eost
T-M INDUSTRIES
LISPSA ¢ IPSC License #TM-102
VISION-QF

D COMPANY

Wayne Komnik, General Manager
2048 Ceniral Avenue +» Duarte, CA 91010
Tel. (626) 358-4814 + Fax (626) 301-9084 - Toll Free: (888) 258-2814

Visit our on-line store at www.alcotarget.com
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NEVC®
TS, RGETS

m‘:‘t /rasJam rinf,‘f

Custom Steel Targets

HNow offaring

Steel Challenge Targets.

www.nevcotargets.com

Milwaukee’'s Ted Puente, New
USPSA Limited Champion.

2008 and 2009 is stark. In 2008
Miculek won 12 of 19 stages and fin-
ished on top with more than 200
points between himself and second
place finisher Ricardo Lopez of
Ecuador (currently the IPSC World re-
volver champion). In 2009 Miculek
won only three stages, as did CIiff
Walsh and Matt Griffin. The other six
stages were won by John Bagakis, El-
liot Aysen, Mike Carmoney, Devon

+

Penrod, David Olhasso, and Richard
Brethour. Those top six were separated
by less than 62 points.

Deuling Glocks: Vogel/Sevigny
Rivalry In Production and
Limited-10

A new rivalry is emerging in Pro-
duction and Limited 10 divisions be-
tween David Sevigny and Bob Vogel.
Last year, Vogel won the Production
division by slightly more than four
points over Sevigny, while Sevigny won
the Limited 10 title by 35 points over
Ted Puente later in the week. (Vogel
finished at seventh.)

The 2009 Production match was
basically Vogel's match to lose. When
the results were posted, Vogel had re-
claimed the Production title with a 64-
point win over Sevigny, with Phil
Strader and Matt Mink close behind.

In the Limited 10 match that fol-
lowed, there would be no such decisive

USPSA NATIONALS continued on page 60.

Call us for pricing on Sil pistols.
_We will NOT be undersold?

wnwwikcompetitionsh 25 TErEYcom

Everything you neecd\to wir?!

N

Pistols - Parts - Gea

SIghts -'o'-'-:--_?‘l Top of the Line pastols
State-of-the-Art Manufacturing
CNC Machined from Bar Stock

==t gl s

with Real-Worl‘d proven
results for all types of shooting

Fixed/and Adjustable Sets For:

50

N

Ch ﬁ‘lonshlps I arew with
' Sights —

_H_'_"'_"‘-\
STl Trojan &

Hes won four U.S, National
AWesone
You'll Sheot Your Best, toa!

were desighed by,

-Class Grand Master shooters who
u_nd'erstand what a shooter needs to see from
~ a sight picture to shoot accurately and fast

Glock
Para
Rimber:

SEW 1911  Baretta
STI/S-V Springficld XD
Springfield Ruger Mk [1/2245

Les Baer
Wilson
SIG

how well they shoot with

Call for a

Easy to install — All tools included

sights

Catalog
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USPSA HANDGUN

NATIONALS continued from page 50.

victory. Other heavy hitters, such as
Rob Leatham (with his signature
Springfield 1911) and Max Michel
(shooting the formidable SigSauer
P226 X5), would challenge them.
Leatham is always strong with a 1911
in his hand, but he has been hampered
with knee troubles, and the many awk-
ward shooting positions at this match
played against that weakness.
Nonetheless, "the Great one" managed
a third place finish, displacing the
much younger and athletic Michel.

Although they shot well, none of
the heavy hitters could catch the rivals
from Glock. The two were driving
away with the match, trading stage
wins as they came into Stage 7. Sevi-
gny shot first with a time of 14.16 sec-
onds. When Vogel shot the stage, the
range officer called out a time of 9.37.
Even though it was a great run, Sevi-
gny estimated it as a mid-12-second
run, and politely requested the range
officer to check the timer to see if all
the shots had been recorded. The
timer showed only 12 of the 18 shots
had been recorded.

To his credit, Vogel agreed that
since the timer did not count all the
shots and it was not possible to be sure
the time was correct, he would reshoot
the stage. On his reshoot, he turned in
another top-notch run and the timer
showed 11.67 seconds with all rounds
accounted for. He won the stage, and
dismissed all doubt and controversy
that might have accompanied his first
run. The more honor to him, as this
was a close match all the way through.
Even after the last shot had been fired,
neither man knew who had won until
the final results were posted some time
later. Sevigny had won by less than
half a point. Rounding out the top five
were Rob Leatham, Max Michel, and
BJ Norris.

Ted Puente, New Limited

Champion.

For Ted Puente, 2009 was his time
to step into the limelight of Limited di-

60

vision. Puente, a police officer from
Milwaukee, Wisc., finished third last
year at Tulsa behind Travis Tomasie
and Todd Jarrett, and finished second
in Limited 10. Tomasie returned to de-
fend his title, but fared poorly on three
or four stages. As with many others,
Stage 2, Timeout Again!, cost him a lot
of points. That stage had two swinging
targets downrange and a pair of tar-
gets on each side that had to be en-
gaged through two low ports. The tim-
ing of the swinging targets was not
easy to gauge and they were swinging
fairly fast. Most competitors could
only get one shot per pass. Waiting for
additional passes beyond the first two
would consume too much time. They
had to trust to their sight pictures and
move on to the low ports. Puente got
his hits with no

tablished favorites, it shows the re-
newed strength of the sport. USPSA's
changes have opened a door by which
practical shooting has returned to its
former glory. Back in 1999, Jerry
Barnhart rode into town with the sup-
port of Team Colt. Colt left the sport
soon afterward, joined by S&W and
other factory teams. Those teams are
all back (with the exception of Colt,
Wilson), and bidding for talent that
can represent them well. Max Michel
won the Open banner on behalf of
newly-formed Team Sig. Team Glock
went home with numerous trophies,
having wrested them away from Team
S&W - which is back, bigger than in
years past. The talent they're inter-
viewing is getting younger (instead of
The Rivals: Vogel and Sevigny.

penalties;
Tomasie had one
miss, giving up
about 20 match |
points. In the
end, Puente fin-
ished 26 points
ahead of
Tomasie. Third
went to Manny .
Bragg, followed |98
by Michael Voigt
and Todd Jarrett.
For Jarrett, it was
a difficult week. He arrived at the
range with a severe chest congestion
that dogged him all week.

New Champions For A New
Day

USPSA has changed a great deal in
the last decade, something that is evi-
dent in the equipment used, and in the
persons of the champions themselves.
None of this year's champions were
well-known in 1999. Most had barely
entered the sport. Indeed, most of the
current "favorites" finished out of the
winner's circle this year, upstaged by
younger, more athletic competitors.
That applies both to the men, and to
the women, covered elsewhere in this
issue by Paul Hyland.

While that's not good for the es-

older, as it was in the early 2000's), and
better-managed thanks to an ever-in-
creasing number of executives at
firearm firms with deep roots in com-
petition. (Julie Golob at S&W, Chris
Edwards at Glock, Tom Campbell at
Safariland, etc.) All the while USPSA's
classifier counts are at record highs,
and USPSA's membership set new
records for much of 2008-2009.

Shooters and manufacturers come
here for a simple reason: practical
shooting offers the most exciting,
most difficult, most "practical" chal-
lenge available for both man and ma-
chine. The USPSA Nationals was the
pinnacle event for practical shooting
in 1999, it is today, and with luck will
continue to be for some time. See you
there next year!

i
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